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Since the Reformation, often applied to “the Lord’s day”, i.e. the
first day of the week (Sunday) observed by Christians in
commemoration of the resurrection of Christ. This use was
originally connected with the opinion that the sabbatic law of the
Decalogue remains in force under the Christian dispensation, the
date of the “Sabbath” having by Divine appointment been changed
from Saturday to Sunday; but it occasionally appears in writers
who did not hold this view. In Scotland it is still very common.
The notion that the Lord’s day is a “Christian Sabbath”, or, more
commonly (as in quot. 1340 under a) a substitute for the Sabbath,
occurs in theological writings from the 4th c. onwards, but was not
popularly current before the Reformation. In English, Sabbath as a
synonym for “Sunday” did not become common till the 17th
century.
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The use of “Sabbath” to refer simply to a specific day of the week,
even in a context unrelated to rest, recalls the words of a Wesleyan
Methodist, cited in The Readers’ Digest Great Encyclopedic
Dictionary (1966): “Our great-grandfathers called it the Holy
Sabbath; our grandfathers, the Sabbath; our fathers, Sunday; but
we call it the weekend.” This is very much true of secularized
society in Israel.'"’
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